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Detailed Action 

1. Claims 1-30 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Rosenberg et al. (US Patent 7,148,875), herein after referred to as Rosenberg. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Rosenberg discloses a method, 
comprising: receiving an input signal associated with a reminder event {column 13 
lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder); 
and outputting a control signal to an actuator (figure 8a reference 86), the control 
signal configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect associated with 

the reminder event {column 13 lines 30-48 reference signified using a vibration). 

Regarding claim 2, Rosenberg discloses a method wherein the reminder 
event includes one of an appointment, a meeting, and a pre-scheduled activity 

{column 1 3 lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment 
reminder). 
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Regarding claim 3, Rosenberg discloses a method further comprising 
determining a source of the reminder event and selecting the control signal 
based at least in part on the determination (column 1 3 lines 30-48 reference wherein the 
force sensation/control signal can vary to signify different events of the same type). 

Regarding claim 4, Rosenberg discloses a method wherein the haptic 
effect is output to a handheld communication device (figure 8 reference pda). 

Regarding independent claim 5, Rosenberg discloses a method, 
comprising: receiving an input signal associated with a status event (column 13 
lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder); 
and outputting a control signal to an actuator at a prescribed time after receiving 
the input signal (figure 8a reference 86), the control signal configured to cause the 
actuator to output a haptic effect associated with the status event (column 13 lines 

30-48 reference signified using a vibration). 

Regarding claim 6, Rosenberg discloses a method wherein the status 
event includes one of an advertisement event, a business-transaction event, a 
one-to-one marketing event, a stock-trading event, a weather-forecast event, an 
entertainment event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference explosion in a game wherein games 

are normally entertainment events), a sports event, and an emergency event. 

Regarding claim 7, Rosenberg discloses a method further comprising 
determining a source of the status event and selecting the control signal based at 

least in part on the determination (column 13 lines 30-48 reference wherein the force 
sensation/control signal can vary to signify different events of the same type). 
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Regarding claim 8, Rosenberg discloses a method further comprising 
extracting a haptic code from the input signal, the control signal being based at 
least in part on the haptic code {figure 8 reference 86 and column 16 lines 46-55 and 
column 13 lines 30-48 wherein the actuator provides the vibration based on events wherein code 
is used to signify an event and output the vibration). 

Regarding claim 9, Rosenberg discloses a method wherein the haptic 
effect is output to a handheld communication device (figure 8 reference pda). 

Regarding independent claim 10, Rosenberg discloses a computer- 
readable medium on which is encoded program code (column 6 lines 14-62 which 
describes circuitry that enables the touch pad to operate correctly which is inherent to have 
program code to operate the circuitry), comprising: program code for receiving an input 

signal associated with a reminder event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference event occurring 
within the environment such as an appointment reminder); and program COde for 
outputting a control signal to an actuator (figure 8a reference 86), the control signal 
configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect associated with the 
reminder event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference signified using a vibration). 

Regarding claim 11, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the reminder event includes one of an appointment (column 13 lines 30-48 
reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder), a 
meeting, and a pre-scheduled activity. 

Regarding claim 12, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
further comprising program code for determining a source of the reminder event 
and selecting the control signal based at least in part on the determination (column 
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13 lines 30-48 reference wherein tlie force sensation/control signal can vary to signify different 
events of the same type). 

Regarding claim 13, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 

further comprising program code to generate a plurality of control signals, each 

control signal being associated with a haptic effect (column 1 3 lines 30-48 reference 

wherein the force sensation/control signal can vary to signify different events of the same type, 
including different frequencies or pulses). 

Regarding independent claim 14, Rosenberg discloses a computer- 
readable medium on which is encoded program code {column 6 lines 14-62 which 
describes circuitry that enables the touch pad to operate correctly which is inherent to have 
program code to operate the circuitry), comprising: program code for receiving an input 

signal associated with a status event {column 1 3 lines 30-48 reference event occurring 
within the environment such as an appointment reminder); and program COde for 

outputting a control signal to an actuator at a prescribed time after receiving the 
input signal {figure 8a reference 86), the control signal configured to cause the 
actuator to output a haptic effect associated with the status event {column 13 lines 

30-48 reference signified using a vibration). 

Regarding claim 15, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the status event includes one of an advertisement event, a business- 
transaction event, a one-to-one marketing event, a stock-trading event, a 
weather-forecast event, an entertainment event {column 1 3 lines 30-48 reference 
explosion in a game wherein games are normally entertainment events), a sportS event, and 
an emergency event. 
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Regarding claim 16, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
further comprising program code for determining a source of the status event and 
selecting the control signal based at least in part on the determination {column 13 

lines 30-48 reference wherein the force sensation/control signal can vary to signify different 
events of the same type). 

Regarding claim 17, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
further comprising program code for extracting a haptic code from the input 
signal, the control signal being based at least in part on the haptic code {figure 8 

reference 86 and column 16 lines 46-55 and column 13 lines 30-48 wherein the actuator provides 
the vibration based on events wherein code is used to signify an event and output the vibration). 

Regarding independent claim 18, Rosenberg discloses a data stream 
embodied in a carrier signal {column 6 lines 14-62 which describes circuitry that enables 
the touch pad to operate correctly which is inherent to have program code/data stream to operate 
the circuitry), carrying instructions to receive an input signal associated with a 

reminder event {column 13 lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such 
as an appointment reminder); and Output a control signal to an actuator {figure 8a 
reference 86), the control signal configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic 
effect associated with the reminder event {column 1 3 lines 30-48 reference signified 
using a vibration). 

Regarding independent claim 19, Rosenberg discloses a data stream 

embodied in a carrier signal {column 6 lines 14-62 which deschttes circuitry that enables 
the touch pad to operate correctly which is inherent to have program code/data stream to operate 
the circuitry), carrying instructions to receive an input signal associated with a 
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status event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as 
an appointment reminder); and output a control Signal to an actuator at a prescribed 
time after receiving the input signal figure 8a reference 86), the control signal 
configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect associated with the 
status event {column 13 lines 30-48 reference signified using a vibration). 

Regarding independent claim 20, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus, 
comprising: a body; a processor; an actuator coupled to the body and in 
communication with the processor {figure 8a reference actuator 86 within the body and 
column 6 lines 14-62 which discloses a microprocessor); and a memory in communication 
with the processor, the memory storing program code executable by the 
processor {column 6 lines 14-62 which describes circuitry that enables the touch pad to operate 
correctly which is inherent to have program code to operate the circuitry), including: program 
code for receiving an input signal associated with a reminder event {column 13 lines 
30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder); and 
program code for outputting a control signal to an actuator, the control signal 
configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect associated with the 

reminder event {column 13 lines 30-48 reference signified using a vibration). 

Regarding claim 21, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the body 
Is Included In a handheld communication device {figure 8 reference pda). 

Regarding claim 22, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
handheld communication device includes one of a cellular phone, a satellite 
phone, a cordless phone, a personal digital assistant {figure 8 reference pda), a 
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pager, a two-way radio, a portable computer, a game console controller, a 
personal gaming device, and an MPS player. 

Regarding claim 23, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
reminder event includes one of an appointment {column 13 lines 30-48 reference event 
occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder), a meeting, and a pre- 
scheduled activity. 

Regarding claim 24, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
memory further stores program code for determining a source of the reminder 
event and selecting the control signal based at least in part on the determination 

{column 13 lines 30-48 reference wherein the force sensation/control signal can vary to signify 
different events of the same type). 

Regarding claim 25, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
memory further stores a haptic lookup table, the selection being based on the 

haptic lookup table {column 13 lines 30-48 reference wherein the force sensation/control 
signal can vary to signify different events of the same type). 

Such organizations of data do not emphasize any significance as what 
would be the benefit from applying such organization. Therefor, the examiner 
asserts that such values are based on the design of device and provide no 
specific improvements. 

Regarding independent claim 26, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus, 
comprising: a body; a processor; an actuator coupled to the body and in 
communication with the processor {figure 8a reference actuator 86 within the body and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/538,1 60 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2629 

column 6 lines 14-62 which discloses a microprocessor)] and a memory in communication 
with the processor, the memory storing program code executable by the 
processor (column 6 lines 14-62 which describes circuitry that enables the touch pad to operate 
correctly which is inherent to have program code to operate the circuitry), Including: program 
code for receiving an input signal associated with a status event {column 1 3 lines 

30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder)] and 

program code for output a control signal to an actuator at a prescribed time after 
receiving the Input signal, the control signal configured to cause the actuator to 
output a haptic effect associated with the status event {column 13 lines 30-48 

reference signified using a vibration). 

Regarding claim 27, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the body 
Is Included In a handheld communication device {figure 8 reference pda). 

Regarding claim 28, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
handheld communication device includes one of a cellular phone, a satellite 
phone, a cordless phone, a personal digital assistant {figure 8 reference pda), a 
pager, a two-way radio, a portable computer, a game console controller, a 
personal gaming device, and an MPS player. 

Regarding claim 29, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
status event Includes one of an advertisement event, a business-transaction 
event, a one-to-one marketing event, a stock-trading event, a weather-forecast 

event, an entertainment event {column 13 lines 30-48 reference explosion in a game 
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wherein games are normally entertainment events), a sportS event, and an emergency 

event. 

Regarding claim 30, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein tlie 
memory further stores program code for determining a source of the status event 
and selecting the control signal based at least in part on the determination {column 

13 lines 30-48 reference wherein the force sensation/control signal can vary to signify different 
events of the same type). 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER E. LEIBY whose telephone 
number is (571)270-3142. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 - 5 
Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Richard A. Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691 . The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

CL 

October 10'^ 2008 
/Richard Hjerpe/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



